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MINUTES OF THE 

2015 HRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Friday, 11 December 2015 at 10.00am 

Gershwin’s Room, Hyatt Regency Perth 
99 Adelaide Terrace, Perth, WA 

 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
  

The Chairman asked for a moment of reflection in Memory of Brian 
Speers who passed away a few months ago.   

ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

 

 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Harness Racing 
Australia: 
 
 
Accredited 
Representatives: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Observers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apologies: 

 
 
 
Chairman: Geoff Want 
Chief Executive Andrew Kelly 
Legal Counsel Dean Cooper 
 
 
Harness Racing New South Wales Rex Horne 
 John Dumesny 
New South Wales Harness Racing Club Ray Sharman 
Racing Queensland Ian Hall 
Harness Racing South Australia Mark Carey 
Office of Racing Integrity Tony Murray 
TasRacing Pty Ltd Dean Cooper 
Tasmanian Harness Racing Club  Phillip Young 
Harness Racing Victoria Ken Latta 
 Neale Wheat 
HRV Management Pty Ltd John Anderson 
Racing & Wagering Western Australia Matt Benson 
 Noel Reilly 
Gloucester Park Harness Racing John Burt 
 
 
Harness Racing Australia Gary Kairn 
 Julie Davies 
Harness Racing New Zealand Gary Allen 
 Edward Rennell 
New South Wales Harness Racing Club Peter Plummer 
Harness Racing South Australia John Lewis 
TasRacing Pty Ltd Dr Eliot Forbes 
Harness Racing Victoria Vaughn Lynch 
 
Racing Queensland Declan Martschinke 
Albion Park Harness Racing Club David Fowler 
South Australian Harness Racing Club  
New South Wales Harness Racing Club Bruce Christison 
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 It was MOVED to CONFIRM the Accredited Representatives, notified 
observers and proxies. 
 
Moved: John Burt; Seconded: Rex Horne. CARRIED 
 

 
MINUTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was MOVED to RECEIVE and CONFIRM the Minutes of the HRA Mid 
Season General Meeting held on 20th April 2015.  
 
Moved: Mark Carey Seconded: Phillip Young. CARRIED. 
 
 
 
The Chairman’s Report was tabled, distributed and verbally delivered. 
 
It was MOVED that the Chairman’s Report be RECEIVED. 
 
Moved: Ian Hall; Seconded: John Burt. CARRIED 
 
 
Receipt of Financial Statements, Year Ended 30 June 2015. (Item A4 
(i)) 
 
It was moved that the Final Accounts presented by the Treasurer including 
the Balance Sheet for the Year Ended 30 June 2015, Statements & 
Trading Accounts together with explanatory notes presented at the Annual 
General Meeting be RECEIVED and ADOPTED. 
 
Moved: Ken Latta; Seconded: John Burt. CARRIED. 
 
It was MOVED that the Financial Accounts for the Year ended 30 June 
2015 be signed by the Chairman and Treasurer on behalf of HRA. 
 
Moved: Mark Carey; Seconded: Matthew Benson. CARRIED. 
 
 
Re-appointment of Auditors (Item A4 (ii)) 
 
It was MOVED to APPROVE that HRA re-appoint the professional 
auditing firm of Prowse, Perrin and Twomey as Auditors until the 2016 
Annual General Meeting. 
 
Moved: Mark Carey; Seconded: Neale Wheat. CARRIED. 
 
 
Receipt of 2015/2016 HRA Budget (Item A4 (iii)) 
 
It was MOVED that the 2015/2016 HRA Budget be APPROVED by 
Members. 
 
Moved: Mark Carey; Seconded: Ian Hall. CARRIED. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mark Carey for his work as Treasurer through the 
year.  
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HONOUR COMMITTEE: 

The Chairman spoke on the HRA Annual Report which has been provided 
to all representatives at the meeting and the information and work 
involved.  
 
 
The Chief Executive advised that the HRA Executive had considered the 
Honours Nominations over the last two HRA Executive Meetings and 
advised that there had been a large number of nominations received in 
comparison to previous years.  It was his pleasure to announce today the 
following: 
 
J.P. Stratton Award 
 - Mick Lombardo 
 
Distinguished Service Awards  
- Peter Bourke 
- Carl O’Dwyer 
- Chester Bullock 
- Des Stanbury 
- Lou Austin 
 
Meritorious Service Awards 
- David Rawlings 
- Art Meeker 
- Larry Eastman 
- Reid Sanders 
 
We are looking forward to working with each of the State Controlling 
Bodies to look at presenting these awards at appropriate times. 
 
The Chairman congratulated those winners and advise that there was a 
couple of additional awards that they will advise at a later time.  
 
The Inter Dominion Event Committee also has a couple of awards which 
will also be announced in due course.   
 
 

RULE CHANGES: The Chairman spoke that there are a lot of Rule Changes contained in 
this Item. These changes have had exhaustive discussion. They have 
had discussion at Stewards Conferences, at Chief Executives Meetings 
and at HRA Executive meetings. He is not proposing the meeting go 
through and discuss each of the rule amendments again. 
 
He is proposing that Dean Cooper and Andrew Kelly go through the item 
and if there are any questions on a particular rule that they be asked.  
 
He is proposing the Item be moved in one motion at the end.     
 
Dean Cooper endorsed what the chairman has said in relation to the 
process which relates to the decision making today.  A decision was 
made to hold two stewards meetings and the number of changes 
provided shows this was a very good decision. It is a highly transparent 
process and everybody has had an opportunity to have a say whether it 
be a Steward or Chief Executive or other controlling body member. 
 
Dean Cooper also thanked the other National Rules Committee Members 
for their input and the work they have put in. 
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Dean Cooper also thanked Harness Racing Australia and gave a 
particular mention to Kathy Gebert who is responsible for typing up all the 
rules and the getting them into order that they appear in the Rule Book. 
Her application and diligence is reflected in the specific 
acknowledgement today.    
 
Subject to any questions he recommends the rules to the Members.  
 
Andrew Kelly explained that some of the rules have an equine welfare 
application to them, while others are framed in response to appeals 
structures and feedback from appeals or tribunal members. 
 
There are a lot of rules and is reflective of the environment that we are in.  
 
The Chairman asked whether there were any questions or comments.  
 
There being no problems identified, it was: 
 
Moved: Dean Cooper; Seconded: John Dumesny. CARRIED. 
 
The Chairman thanked Dean Cooper, Tony Murray and the rest of the 
Rules Committee 
 
 

DRIVER 
SUPERANNUATION 
 
 

The Chief Executive spoke to this item and the recommendation to 
“endorse the national approach developed by CEO's for Driver 
superannuation”.   
 
Moved: Ray Sharman; Seconded: John Anderson.  CARRIED. 
 

FEATURE RACE 
COMMITTEE – FORMULA 
 
 

The Chief Executive spoke to this item and the formula involved -  
particularly with regards to Grand Circuit, Trotting Masters and Group 1 
clashes - as well as the general direction to which the committee will be 
headed.  
 
Ray Sharman asked whether qualifying races are part of the FRC’s 
consideration. The Chief Executive explained that for existing races such 
as the Sprints leading into the Miracle Mile, that was the case.  However, 
any new or overly restrictive qualifying races would be dealt with on a 
case by case basis. 
 
Moved: John Burt; Seconded: Rex Horne.  CARRIED.  
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 2015 Inter Dominion Report (John Dumesny & Bruce Christison) 
(Item B1) 
 
John Dumesny spoke on background and successes of the three year 
series and gave a presentation in relation to the Series. 
 
He also passed on his best wishes to the Western Australian organisers. 
 
The Chairman thanked John Dumesny for his presentation and the great 
series’ that New South Wales had conducted over the last 3 years. 
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2015/16-2017/2018 Inter Dominion Championships (Noel Reilly & 
John Burt) (Item B2) 
 
John Burt said that he appreciated and acknowledged what New South 
Wales had done with the Inter Dominion and said that they have set a 
high bench mark to follow up from 
 
John Burt (GPHR) said the Inter Dominion is not any jurisdictions race it is 
our Melbourne Cup and belongs to the entire code across Australia and 
New Zealand.  
 
Sunday was chosen instead of the traditional Friday night for the 
timeframe that is convenient to the East Coast of Australia and New 
Zealand in prime time. 
 
He advised that they had secured an hour of prime time TV before the 
news on Seven Mate with the Sunday Final. 
 
Following on with what New South Wales had done and to make the final 
a “super” Sunday a number of other high profile races and Group One's 
would be held in conjunction with the Final. 
 
In a joint venture with the thoroughbreds, 26 horses - 6 Thoroughbreds 
and 20 Standardbreds - were transport horses across from the Eastern 
States for the two carnivals. 
 
He thanked RWWA for their support.   
 
Noel Reilly (RWWA) spoke from a Racing & Wagering Western Australia 
point of view.  He explained they had established a steering committee  
acknowledged the committee Chair, Ross Cooper who was present.  
 
The key aims of the event were an overall increase in wagering across 
the event, positive growth on non-Inter Dominion product and the 
significant infrastructure upgrades of facilities at Gloucester Park and 
Bunbury. 
 
The Chairman acknowledged the work of GHPR and RWWA, as well as 
Ross Cooper who is the chair of the steering committee. 
 
The Chairman also spoke about the promotional initiatives Tim Tetrick 
and Heather Vitale has provided such positive media coverage.  It was 
also noted that HRV are conducting an international drivers' series 
coming up in March which he applauds which is good positive exposure. 
 
John Burt spoke further about the international audiences Heather Vitale 
and the Irish horse, Meadowbranch DJ have attracted.  Overseas interest 
in the event is at an all time high and it is hoped such interest may attract 
an American horse to follow on from the European horse to make it a truly 
international event. The intention is to continue to internationalise the 
race. 
 
  
Equine Welfare (Andrew Kelly & Dr Eliot Forbes) (Item B3) 
 
The Chief Executive spoke on a number of important items, explaining 
what work is being done to address welfare issues - particularly the 
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priorities of the different welfare groups and the community in general. 
 
He also provided an update on what the industry are doing in regard to 
Policies, Rules and Industry Commitment. www.welfare.horse 
 
Dr Eliot Forbes CEO spoke about welfare matters from a tri-code 
perspective and in particular some of the work being done by the 
Thoroughbreds and the Racing Australia (RA) Retirement of Racehorse 
Committee for which he is Chairman.  He spoke on the demand and 
supply for the rehoming of horses in the equestrian field.  Pushing the 
breed in this case for the Thoroughbred.  
 
He showed the Thoroughbred retirement form which is similar to the 
Standardbred de-registration form. Over 8500 forms have been submitted 
in the last 12 months.  
 
He spoke about a recently held Symposium with Godolfin Racing in 
Lexington, Kentucky which included representatives from welfare 
organisations from around the world. It was held in conjunction with the 
Thoroughbred Makeover Project and included a trade fair and seminars.  
 
He spoke also on the management of welfare. The need to manage the 
risk but also managing the emotion.  
 
The Chairman thanked the Chief Executive and Dr Forbes for their 
thought provoking presentations and spoke on the importance of this 
issue for the industry.  
 
He spoke further on managing the emotions and the vocal minorities.  
There is a need to communicate and the need to develop a 
communications strategy to put the facts out there.  
 
 
Annual Conference (Andrew Kelly) (Item B4) 
 
The CEO spoke to this item after the Executive endorsed the idea of 
establishing an industry conference following the success and positive 
feedback from the World Trotting Conference. 
 
The concept will see the harness racing industry tender for a one and a 
half day industry conference incorporating the HRA AGM and an annual 
Awards function. 
 
The Annual Conference concept is that States, Clubs or Tracks could bid 
to host the conference and bring about funding to regional and state level.  
 
HRSA advised that it could combine very nicely with the Australian 
Driving Championship which could be held about the time of year.  To 
hold the Annual Conference in conjunction with a racing event with the 
Horse of the Year dinner,  the AGM and a conference with key issues and 
the involvement of the broader industry. They are interested in it. 
 
HRV spoke of the options, including tourism and additional income for 
regional centres.  
 
Chairman spoke on the World Trotting Conference and HRNZ annual 
conference. 

http://www.welfare.horse/
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HRNSW spoke on what they are doing in June, and believed it would not 
conflict and that they would fully support a national conference. Theirs is a 
State conference bringing their clubs and affiliated bodies together and 
will be about State issues. Their opinion is that the HRA Annual 
Conference should be combined with a racing event.  
 
RWWA spoke on the racing symposium with the three codes which was a 
success.  It was very state focussed and they support the national 
concept. 
 
The Chairman supports the concept and to involve the Controlling Bodies 
and Principal Clubs and to have the opportunity to have the other clubs 
and kindred bodies involved on industry issues. The presentations today 
on Equine Welfare was a good example. 
 
Chairman received Member support for the Executive to continue to 
develop the concept.  
 
 
HRA Strategic Plan (Andrew Kelly) (Item B5) 
 
The Chairman spoke on where the organisation is going. Where can we 
serve our members and our industry into the future?  
 
The Chief Executive advised that the purpose of this discussion was 
intended to address how HRA can best serve the needs of the members 
and the industry into the future - which may well circle back to Rules of 
Association amendments anyway. 
 
While there was no formal motion, the outcome of discussion was that 
HRA is serving and meeting the needs of its members.  There was also 
support for the development of a discussion paper on the alignment of 
responsibilities and potential funding models for HRA - which members 
could comment on.  Similarly, any governance aspects or rules of 
association items could be sent to the Chief Executive for consideration. 
 

ITEMS FOR REPORT: Harness Racing New Zealand Presentation (Edward Rennell) (Item 
C1) 
 
Edward Rennell congratulated Gloucester Park and RWWA on the Inter 
Dominion Series to date.  
 
He gave an update on the New Zealand industry including the racing and 
breeding areas.  
 
 
Insurance Renewal (Gary Kairn) (Item C2) 
 
Gary Kairn spoke to this item. 
 
He also spoke on the upcoming tender process and the tender will be 
issued in the early new year. The tenders will be assessed by Andrew 
Kelly, Gary Kairn, Dean Cooper and Ian Hall. 
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Australian Driving Championship (Dean Cooper) (Item C3) 
 
Dean Cooper spoke to this item and he thanked HRSA and HRA for the 
opportunity and gave credit to the late Brian Speers in persuading SA so 
Tasmania could conduct it.  
 
The winner was Grant Dixon from Queensland with 71 points from 6 
drives.  
 
The drivers all conducted themselves in exemplary fashion and were 
excellent ambassadors for their state.  
 
TasRacing thanked all the States for their assistance in the event.  
 
The Chief Executive spoke that the event now has a status and we need 
some investment from HRA and Members. The concept is good. It would 
be good to supply them with travelling material i.e. bag, hat and looking 
professional as they are travelling. The opportunity and invitations to be in 
the market place early so that SCB and clubs and others who wish to be 
part of it can plan for it.  
 
It was also noted that the Australian Driving Championship Guidelines 
need to be updated in regard to the penalty free status of other races on 
the same race meeting program. 
 
 
 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 2015 Inter Dominion Economic Impact Study (Item D1) 
 
The Chairman spoke on the history and the item is for information.  
 
 
Minutes of Meetings (Item D2) 
 
Noted. 
 
Season Statistics (Item D3) 
 
Noted. 
 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS (Item 
E1) 

No items of general business.  
 
 
 

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE POSITIONS (Item 
E2) 

There being no other nominations, the following properly validated and 
nominated Accredited Representatives were returned: 
 

 
Chairman 
Geoff Want 
 
Deputy Chairman 
Ken Latta (Vic) 
 
Treasurer 
Mark Carey (SA) 
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Executive Members 
Matt Benson (WA) 
Rex Horne (NSW) 
Dean Cooper (Tas) 
Ian Hall (Qld) 
 
All were declared duly elected in accordance with our rules. 
 
 

APPOINTMENT OF 
COMMITTEES AND SUB-
COMMITTEES (Item E3) 
 
 

John Dumesny spoke in regard to the Equine Breeding, Animal Welfare & 
Registration committee and that Animal Welfare should be taken out of 
this committee as it now has its own committee - Standardbred Welfare 
Advisory Group (SWAG).  
 
The Chief Executive advised that he had advised the EBAWR committee 
that their committee may change due to the introduction of SWAG. 
 
The Chairman moved that we delete the words “animal welfare” from the 
Equine Breeding committee and add SWAG to the Committee and Sub-
Committee listing.  
 
Moved: John Dumesny; Seconded: Ken Latta. CARRIED. 
 
There were also concerns raised about 'automatic' membership of the 
Equine Breeding and Registration Committee by an Australian 
Standardbred Breeders Association (ASBA).  John Dumesny had advised 
that the NSW representative on the Breeding Committee was a NSW 
representative - and not an ASBA nominee. 
 
There are concerns and uncertainty about ASBA's true representation of 
the industry.  These issues need to be resolved with ASBA before 
continuing a formal relationship. 
 
Michael Radley asked to step down from the Feature Race Committee. 
The Chief Executive and Chairman asked that he reconsider. 
NSWHRC asked that Bruce Christison be added to the committee. 
 
Michael Radley’s request was denied and Bruce Christison was added to 
the Feature Race Committee. All other committees remain the same as 
2015/16 appointments with the addition of SWAG. 
 
 

 
APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC 
OFFICER & HONORARY 
OFFICERS (Item E4) 
 

 
Gary Kairn as Public Officer 
Dean Cooper as Legal Counsel 
 
Moved: Ken Latta; Seconded: Rex Horne. CARRIED.  
 

DETERMINATION OF DATE, 
PLACE & TIME OF NEXT 
HRA MEETINGS (Item E5) 

 
The Date of the Mid Season Meeting to be held in Melbourne around 
Friday, 29 April 2016. 
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 Dean Cooper spoke further on the Stewards meetings which have been 
held around Australia for many years and as New Zealand makes a major 
contribution to these meetings, it has been raised that New Zealand 
should be added to the venue rotation. He would like all Members to 
consider this issue when the next meeting occurs. 

  
The Chairman thanked Julie Davies for her efforts during the week and in 
the meeting.  
 
The Chairman wished Gloucester Park Harness Racing all the best for 
the Grand Final Meeting on Sunday and thanked them and the team for 
RWWA for their hospitality during the week.  

  
Meeting closed at 2.20pm.  

 


