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MINUTES OF THE 
2013 HRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday, 28 October 2013 
Board Room 

400 Epsom Road, Flemington, Vic 
at 10.00 a.m. 

 
The Chairman before proceeding with the meeting advised that just over a week ago, the industry lost one 
of the true legendary figures of our industry, Dr Ern Manea.  Dr Manea was heavily involved in harness 
racing in a number of guises.  It included two stints as President of the International Trotting Association, 
of which he is also a life member.  He was a staunch ally and former President of the WATA and was 
President of this organisation for 16 years which was an outstanding effort.   
 
He was the holder of every honour the industry could bestow upon someone, including the Inter Dominion 
Gold Medal and the J.P. Stratton award. 
 
A moment’s silence was held as a mark of respect for Dr Manea.   
 
Thanks was also given to Ross Cooper.  Ross represented HRA at the funeral of Dr Manea in Bunbury on 
Friday (25th October) and we greatly appreciate that.  Thank you very much. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that a film crew will join us from Equidia the 
French version of Sky Racing who are in Australia filming a documentary at the moment.  
 
 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

 

 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Harness Racing 
Australia: 
 
Accredited 
Representatives: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Observers: 
 

 
 
Geoff Want (Chairman), Andrew Kelly (Chief Executive), Dean Cooper 
(Legal Counsel) 
 
 
Harness Racing New South Wales Graeme Campbell 
 Sam Nati 
New South Wales Harness Racing Club Ray Sharman 
Racing Queensland Ltd Brad Steele 
Harness Racing South Australia Mark Carey 
South Australian Harness Racing Club Richard Miller 
TasRacing Pty Ltd Dr Eliot Forbes 
Racing Services Tasmania Tony Murray 
Tasmanian Pacing Club Phillip Young 
Harness Racing Victoria Ken Latta 
 Neale Wheat 
HRV Management Ltd John Anderson 
Racing & Wagering Western Australia Ross Cooper 
 Barry Hamilton 
Gloucester Park Harness Racing John Burt 
 
Harness Racing Australia Gary Kairn  
  Julie Davies 
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Apologies: 

Harness Racing New Zealand Edward Rennell 
Harness Racing New South Wales Rod Smith 
Racing Queensland Darren Condon 
Gloucester Park Harness Racing Club Michael Radley 
Canberra Harness Racing Club Greg Nugent 
 
Harness Racing New Zealand Gary Allen 
Albion Park Harness Racing Club Kevin Seymour 
Canberra Harness Racing Club Ray Redman 
Harness Racing South Australia John Lewis 
TasRacing Pty Ltd Brian Speers 
 

 
 

 
It was moved to CONFIRM the Accredited Representatives. 
Moved: Graeme Campbell; Seconded: Mark Carey. CARRIED. 
 

MINUTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was moved to RECEIVE and CONFIRM the Minutes of the HRA Mid 
Season General Meeting held on 27 February 2013. 
 
Moved: Sam Nati; Seconded: John Burt. CARRIED. 
 
 
The Chairman’s Report was tabled, distributed and verbally delivered. 
 
It was moved that the Chairman’s Report be RECEIVED. 
 
Moved: Graeme Campbell; Seconded: Sam Nati. CARRIED. 
 
 
Receipt of Financial Statements, Year Ended 30 June 2013. (Item A4 
(i)) 
 
It was moved hat the Final Accounts presented by the Treasurer including 
the Balance Sheet for the Year Ended 30 June 2013, Statements & 
Trading Accounts together with explanatory notes presented at the Annual 
General Meeting be RECEIVED and ADOPTED. 
 
Moved: Ross Cooper; Seconded: John Burt. CARRIED. 
 
It was moved that the Financial Accounts for the Year ended 30 June 
2013 be signed by the Chairman and Treasurer on behalf of HRA. 
 
Moved: Ross Cooper; Seconded: Graeme Campbell. CARRIED. 
 
The meeting acknowledged the work done by Ross Cooper over a 
number of years as Treasurer. 
 
 
Appointment of Auditors (Item A4 (ii)) 
 
The Treasurer advised that HRA have had the same auditors for a 
number of years who have done an excellent job, but in the interest of 
financial governance it was appropriate to put it out for tender. A 
recommendation for the appointment of a new auditor was approved by 
the Executive, but now put to the Membership. 
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It was moved to APPROVE that HRA appoint the professional auditing 
firm of Prowse, Perrin and Twomey as Auditors until the 2014 Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
Moved: Ross Cooper; Seconded: Graeme Campbell. CARRIED. 
 
The Chairman thanked Ross Cooper, Brian Speers & Gary Kairn for their 
work in relation to the audit tender. 
 
 
Receipt of 2013/2014 HRA Budget (Item A4 (iii)) 
 
It was moved that the 2013/2014 HRA Budget be APPROVED by 
Members. 
 
Moved: Ross Cooper; Seconded: Brad Steele. CARRIED. 
 
 
HONOURS COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS (Item A5) 
 
The Chairman advised that the following nominees had been approved 
for Awards by the HRA Executive acting as the Honours Committee.  
 
J.P. Stratton Award – Rex Horne 
Distinguished Service Award – Chris Alford 
Joseph Coulter Meritorious Service Award – Bill Hutchison 
 
It was moved to RATIFY the recommendations of the Honours Committee 
of the above Awards.  
 
Moved: John Burt; Seconded: Ken Latta. CARRIED 
 
Joseph Coulter Media Awards 
 
Best News Story – Paul Courts (Aussie First – Spirit Horse) (Harness 
Racing Weekly) 
Best Feature – Amanda Rando (We’ll Catch The Cheats) (National 
Trotguide) 
Best Historical Feature – John Peck (Harness Racing in the 19th Century) 
(Harness Racing International) 
Best Regional Feature – Raelee Eenjees (Racehorses Finding Their 
Unharnessed Potential (Bendigo Advertiser) 

- Special Commendation to Maitland Mercury (50th Inter City Pace) 
 

Best Action or Still Photograph – Gary Wild (Gary Hall Jnr celebrates 
another Inter Dominion Victory (Harness Racing Weekly) 

- Special Commendation to Stuart McCormick (Smoken Up) (Herald 
Sun) 
 

Best Radio Feature – Len Baker (Interview with Father Brian Glasheen) 
(Harness Review 979FM) 
 
Best Television/Video/Film – (2013 Inter Dominion Grand Final coverage) 
(Nine Network) 
Best Television Story – (Special Bond) (Channel Ten Perth) 
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Award of Merit – Demonstrated Excellence in Promotion – HRNSW 
(Shannon Noll Television Commercial/Campaign) 

- Special Commendation NSWHRC (Inter Dominion wraparound in 
National Trotguide) 
 

Award of Merit – Excellence in Social Media Usage & Innovation – 
HRNSW (Facebook & Twitter) 
 
 
The chairman noted that while there were a number of nominations, there 
were stories published in newspapers, on radio and on television that 
were worthy of nomination that were not submitted. He suspects the only 
way to increase the number of nominations is to put up prizemoney. It is 
something that the Executive may need to discuss in the future. While we 
have those that regularly nominate, there is a lot more going on and we 
should be able to reward and recognise more people. 
 
 
NATIONAL RULE CHANGES (Item A6) 
 
Australian Rules of Harness Racing Item A6 (i)) 
 
The Chief Executive spoke on the agenda item and noted the involvement 
of the stewards in the development of the rules. 
 
The rules committee highlighted two items for consideration by the 
meeting but these should not stand in the way of the introduction of these 
rules should it be the will of the meeting.  
 
The first one is Item 11 (Rule 152) in relation to priorities concerning a 
horse to be driven and they query whether or not that rule is necessary. 
Examples were given at the meeting. 
 
The other is Item 27 (Rule 235A) Illegal Betting in relation to connections 
being included in that particular rule.  
 
The legal Counsel said the rules committee was seeking feedback on 
policy as referred by the Chief Executive. The Rules Committee can put 
up rules but it is not up to them to make policy. It is the function of this 
body to determine policy. 
 
The legal counsel spoke further on Item 27 (Rule 235A) and discussion 
occurred. 
 
After discussion a motion was put forward to approve the Rule changes 
as recommended, but with the exclusion of Item 11 at this time.  
 
It was moved to APPROVE the recommend rule amendments that appear 
in this agenda document, with the exclusion of Item 11 (Rule 152).  
 
Moved: Graeme Campbell; Seconded: Ross Cooper. CARRIED. 
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Proposed Amendment to Breeding Rules (Rule 285A (15)) 
 
The Chief Executive spoke on this item and a further clarification of the 
breeding rules. The question of natural born twins was raised and it was 
clarified that these will be continued to be allowed and registered as 
currently.  
 
It was moved to APPROVE the inclusion of subrule (15) to Rule 285A as 
per the agenda document. 
 
Moved: Mark Carey; Seconded: Phillip Young. CARRIED. 
 
 
Monte Rules (Part 22 – Rules 315 – 334) 
 
The Chief Executive spoke on this agenda item. The Legal Counsel 
spoke further on the integrity issues and that these rules are also 
governed by the national rules.  
 
After discussion occurred and questions raised regarding weights and the 
fact that we need to have something in the statutes, the chairman then 
put that we move to approve the recommended Rules.  
 
It was moved to APPROVE the inclusion of Rules 315 - 334 as per the 
agenda document. 
 
Moved: John Anderson; Seconded: Mark Carey. CARRIED. 
 
 
Stud Book Regulations 
 
The Chief Executive spoke on this item and the recommended deletion of 
Regulation 9. 
 
It was moved to APPROVE the deletion of Regulation 9 as per the 
agenda document. 
 
Moved: Mark Carey; Seconded: John Burt. CARRIED. 
 
 
Career Earnings 
 
The Chief Executive spoke to this agenda item and advised that approved 
then it’s a decision that cannot be wound back. At this time not all States 
pay their bonuses and futurity payments through the Harvey System and 
all States are required to do so before this process can proceed, hence 
the September 2015 start date.  
 
Discussion occurred and the Chief Executive advised that essentially 
there will be two figures. A stakemoney figure and a career earning figure 
which will include all bonuses etc, but is largely for stud book purposes. 
 
The Chairman noted that he had a problem with the wording of a motion 
or recommendation that says “after consideration of the issues, establish 
a policy”.  
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After further discussion it MOVED to amend the recommendation to 
 
“that we establish a policy recognising career earnings to include 
prizemoney, plus monetary bonuses paid to the owner, lessor, lessee, 
trainer, and/or driver be inclusive of payments made to the breeder.” 
 
Moved: Ken Latta; Seconded: Barry Hamilton. CARRIED. 
 
The Legal Counsel wanted to acknowledge the contribution of the 
Chairmen of Stewards and their input and follow-up and also the efforts of 
the Rules Committee and the Chief Executive. 
 
The Chairman also acknowledged the work of the Legal Counsel for the 
amount of work he does and that it is greatly appreciated.  
 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: AUSTRALIAN STANDARDBRED BREEDING PANEL UPDATE (Item 
B1) 
 
The Chief Executive spoke to this item in the Agenda papers.  
 
He spoke on 2YO racing and the current 25% foals to starters mark and 
the need to increase this rate as due to the decline in foal numbers if the 
rate remains the same it will mean a decline in racing product. 
 
Foal statistics included has shown that the foal date of the foal makes no 
difference in the foal’s performance or their career.  
 
The Chief Executive urged all Members to focus on activities to increase 
likelihood of 2YO racing in 2013/14 and highlight that late foals are no 
barrier to performance. 
 
 
BROADCASTING – NEW MEDIA (Colin McLeod) (Item B2) 
 
Colin McLeod gave a presentation about internet broadcasting, broadcast 
rights and connecting the customer/fan with your product and how the 
NFL, NBA for example use new media to sell their brand. 
 
The Chairman advised that the critical message in this, is that it now 
comes back to our negotiations with Sky Channel to win back or at least 
get some concessions on our new media rights, because at the moment, 
no one in the room has the ability to do anything that that has been 
presented today.   
 
He further spoke on the getting behind Trots TV and to have a 
collaborative national approach to build something which in time will be a 
viable alternative. 
 
 
HENDRA VACCINE – DEVELOPMENT & RESEARCH (Dr Deborah 
Middleton) (Item B3) 
 
Dr Deborah Middleton gave a presentation on the background work 
including case studies that preceded the release of the minor use permit 
for the use of the equine Hendra vaccine.  
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She advised that up until around August there have been over 100,000 
doses administered, approximately 35,000 horses. In terms of percentage 
of horse population based on various census estimates and other data 
she estimates that somewhere between 5 and 20 percent of the 
Australian horse population has been vaccinated.  
 
She also spoke on the difficulties of DIVA testing, (differentiating infected 
from vaccinated animals), and the need to re-think strategies. 
 
 
STALLION FERTILITY RESEARCH (Dr Zamira Gibb) (Item B4) 
 
Dr Zamira Gibb gave an overview of the research currently being 
undertaken by the University of Newcastle on stallion fertility and what 
they are looking at into the future.  
 
Highlights included progress on: 

- 4 day pregnancy tests 
- Stallion motility 
- Semen transport at ambient temperature 
- Cryo storage of embryos 

 
ITEMS FOR REPORT HARNESS RACING NEW ZEALAND (Edward Rennell) (Item C1) 

 
Edward Rennell spoke on the upcoming New Zealand Cup carnival.  
 
He spoke on the HRNZ KPI’s and the key issues and priorities for 
2013/2014. 
 
 
2014 INTER DOMINION REPORT (Sam Nati) (Item C2) 
 
Sam Nati spoke on the updated conditions are on the website and are 
now online.  
 

- Nomination Fees 
- Participation & Nominations 
- Wildcards 
- Channel 9 coverage 
- Victorian carnival interaction 
- Inter Dominion Ambassadors – including Stephanie Rice who has 

a great passion for promoting Women in Sport. 
 
 
 
WORLD DRIVERS CHAMPIONSHIP REVIEW (Neil Day) (Item C3) 
 
Neil Day was Australia’s representative at the 2013 World Drivers’ 
Championship in Paris in June this year and attended the meeting to 
provide an insight. 
 
He thanked HRA and HRNSW for the opportunity to represent Australia at 
this event and that it was a great experience. 
 
He spoke about the draw of horses for the Series and also the 
prizemoney breakup. 
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He also spoke of the need for more interpreters for the drivers. When in 
consultation with trainers for instructions before the race, interpreters with 
a knowledge of racing especially. Also interpreters for the general 
interaction between drivers during their time at the championships. 
 
The Chief Executive asked him about the hotels as to whether it was 
better to have one central hotel point or move to be closer to the tracks 
concerned due to the distances travelled and the long days. Mr Day 
spoke that the days were full on and it would depend on where the races 
were held in the next series in 2015.  He did bring up that the one day the 
drivers did have off, there was a function on that evening which made it 
hard to plan anything.  It was better to have a full free day & evening so 
that they could do what they wished. 
 
 
 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION: 
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS PREVIOUSLY DISTRIBUTED (Item D1) 
 
The minutes of the meetings supplied in the Agenda papers were 
NOTED. 
 
 
SEASON STATISTICS (Item D2) 
 
The Statistics attached to the Agenda were NOTED. 
 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
  

There was no general business.  

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE POSITIONS  
 

There being no other nominations, the following properly validated and 
nominated Accredited Representatives were returned: 
 

 
Chairman 
Geoff Want 
 
Deputy Chairman 
Graeme Campbell (NSW) 
 
Executive Members 
Ross Cooper (WA) 
Ken Latta (Vic)  
Brian Speers (Tas)  
Mark Carey (SA) 
Brad Steele (Qld) 
 
All were declared duly elected in accordance with our rules. 
 
The Chairman thanked the Executive members for their support and 
efforts during the year and thanked HRV & HRNSW for nominating him 
for the Chairman position.  
 

 
APPOINTMENT OF 
COMMITTEES & SUB-
COMMITTEES  
 

 
The Committees were NOTED and if a member has any changes they 
can be notified at any time and can be handled at the Executive level.  
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APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC 
OFFICER & HONORARY 
OFFICES  
 

Gary Kairn – Public Officer 
Dean Cooper – Legal Counsel 
 
Moved: Graeme Campbell; Seconded: John Burt. CARRIED 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETINGS 
 

Mid Season Meeting – Sydney, Friday, 28 February 2014.  
Annual General Meeting – Melbourne, Monday, 13 October 2014.   
 
Moved: Mark Carey; Seconded: Brad Steele. CARRIED. 
  
 
 

MEETING CLOSED: Meeting closed 2.45pm. 

 
C O N F I R M E D  

 
 

…………………………………   ………………………………… 
               CHAIRMAN            CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


